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Troyfas and Crefsida . 


And thou moft reuerend for thy ftrctcht-out life, 

I giue to both your fpeeches : which were fuch. 

As Agamemnon and the hand of Greece 
Should hold vp high in Brafle: and fuch againe 
As venerable Nefior (hatch’d in Siluet) 

Should with a bond of ayre,ftrong asche Axletree 
In which the Heaucns ride, knit ail Grcekes cares 
To his experienc’d tongue: yet let it pleafe both 
(T hou Great,and Wife) to hearc Vlyffies fpeake. 

Aga. Spc3k Prince of Ithaca find bc’t of lefle expect: 
That matter nccdleflc of impovtlcflc burthen 
Diuide thy lips; then we arc confident 
When ranke Thtrfites opes his Maftickc iawes, 

Wefhall heare Muficke, Wit,andOracle.* 

ZMyf. Troy yet vpon his bafis had bene downe, 

And the great Hectors ('word had lack'd a Maftcr 
But for thefc inftanccs. 

The fpecialty ofRule hath beene negle&cd ; 

And looke how many Grecian Tents do ftand 
Hollow vpon this PJainc,fo many hollow FafUons. 
When that the Generali is not like the Hiue, 

To whom the Forragers (hall ail repairc, 

What Hony is expedted? Degree being vizarded, 
Th’vnworthieft fhewes as fairely in the Maske. 

The Hcaucns tbemfelues, the Planets, and this Center, 
Obferue degree,priority,and place, 

Infifture, courie, proportion, feafoo, forme. 

Office, and cuftome, in all line of Order: 

And therefore is the glorious Planet Sol 
In noble eminence, enthron'd and fphear’d 
Anaid l ft the other, whofe med’cinable eye 
Correfts the ill Afpefts of Planets euill, 

And poftes like the Command’menc of a King, 

Sans checke, to good and bad. But when the Planets 
In euill mixture to diforder wander. 

What Plagues, and what portents,what mutiny ? 

What raging ofthe Sea? (baking ofEarth ? 

Commotion in the Windcs? Frights,changes, horrors, 
Diuert, and cracke, rend and deracinate 
The vnity, and married calnie ofStates 
Quite from their fixure ? O, when Degree is fhak’d, 
(Which is the Ladder to all high defignes) 

The enterprise is ficke. How could Communities, 
Degrees in School**, and Brother-hoods in Cities, 
Peacefull Commerce from diuidable {Lores, 
Theprimoger.itiuc, and due of Byrth, 

Prcrogatiue of Age, Crownes, Scepters, Lawrcls, 

(But by Degree) (land in Aothentique place? 

Take but Degree away, vn-runc that firing, 

And hcarke what Diicord followes : each thing mectes 
In mcerc oppugnancie. The bounded Waters, 

Should lift their bofomes higher then the Shores, 

And make a foppe of all this folic? Globe : 

Strength fliould be Lord of imbecility, 

And the rude Sonne fhonld firike his Father dead: 

Force fhould be right, or rather, right and wrong, 
(Bctweene whofe cndleffe iarre, Juftice recides) 

Should loofe her names, and fo fhould I ufiice too. 
Theneuery thing includes it lelfe in Power, 

Power into Will, Will into Appetite, 

And Appetite(an vhrntrfall Wolfe, 

So doubly feconded with Will* and Power) 

Mufi make perforce an vniucrfall prey. 

And laft, eate vp himfelfc. 

Great Agamcmnon : 

This Chaos, when Degree is fuffocate* 



Followes the choaking 
And this neglc&ion of Degree, is it 
That by a pace gees backward in a purpofe 
It hath to dimbe. The Generali's difdain’d 
By him one ftep below; he, by thenexe * 

That next, by him beneath: fo cae ry fte p 
Exampled by the firft pace that is ficke 
Of bis Superior, growes to an enuious Feauer 
Ofpalc, and bloodlefle Emulation. 

And’tis thi s Feauet that keepes Troy on foote 

Not her owne finewes. To end a tale 0 flena t h 
Troy in our weakneffe liues. not in her ttrenort/ 

Neft. Moft wifely hath Hjfes heeredifcfuw’d 
The Fcauer, whereof all our power is fickc : * 

w&,S 5 of,h “ i£b ^^f%o 

Haumg his eare full ofhis ayery Fame * 

Growes dainty of his worth, and in his Tent 
Lyes mocking our defignes. With him, Tatroeii.. 
Vpon a lazie Bed, the hue-long day m> 

Breakesfcurrill lefts, 

And with ridiculous and aukward a&ion 
(Which Slanderer, he imitation call's) * 

He Pageants vs. Sometime great Agamemnon 
Thy toplcflc deputation he puts on; ’ 

And like a ftructmg Player, whofe conceit 
Lies in his Ham-ftring, and doth thinke it rich 
To heare the woodden Dialogue and found 
’Twixt his ftretcht footing, and theStafFol 3 o e 
Such tobepittied, andorc-reftedleeming & * 

He adfs thy Greatneflein: and whenhefpeakw 
Tis like a Chime a mending. With tearmes vnfquar’d 
Which from the tongue of roaring Tnhonfaom ' 

Would kernes Hyperboles. AttlnsFufiy ftufFc * 

The large Achilles {on his prcft,bed lolling) * 

From hi« deepe Chcft, laughes out a fewd applaufe 
\ Cries excellent, 'tis Agamemnon iuft. 

Now play me Nefior ; hum, and ftroke tby Beard 
As he, being dreft co feme Oration; 

That’s done,as neerc as the extreameft ends 
Of paraiels; as like, as Vulcan and his wife. 

Vet god Achilles ftill cries excellent, 

Tis Nefior right. Now play him (me) Patmliu, 
Arming to anfwcr in a night-AIarme, 

And then (forfooth) the fainbdcfe&s of Age 
tyuft be the Scene ofnayrth, to cough, and fpic, 

_And with a palfie fumbling on his Gorget, 

Shake in and out theRioct: and at this (port 
Sir Valour dies ; cries, O enough Patroclns ,i 
Or, giue me ribs ofStcele, I (hallfplitall 
In pleafure of my Spleene. And in this falhion, 

All our abilities, gifts, natures, ftiapcs, 

Seuerals and generals ofgrace exa&, 

Atchieuments, plots, orders, preuentions. 
Excitements to the field, or fpeech for truce, 

Succefic or Ioffe, what is,or is not, ferues 
As ftuffe for thele two, to make paradoxes. 0 
Nefi.. And in the imitation of thefe twaine. 

Who (as yljfes fayes) Opinion crown'cs 
With an Iroperiall voyce, many are infc<ft: 

Aiax is growne felfc-will’d, and beares his head 
In fuch a reyne. in full as proud aplace 
As bfoad AchtBes } and keepes his Tent like him; 
Makes fadlious Feafts.railes on our fiate of Warre 
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Troylus and Crefsida . 


A flaU ’ h V s in comparilbns yuitn durt. 

f aV ' c i.gfocoerrounuedin-withdangerj - 

V-° s Vr They taxe out policy, and call it Cowardice,' 

. 1 "wifedomc at no member of the Vv atre, 

? Ad! prefcici.ce, and efteeme no atfe 
ForC T ' 0 fh 3 nd : The ftill and mcntall parts, 

BUt 1 in contriue ho w many hands fnall ftnKC 
JjS n ficnefle call them on,and know by tneaiure 
5jL r obfetuant toyle, the Enemies waight, 
l ,‘ , U ; C u,rh not a finders dignity: 

Stall thisBed-woike, Mapp’ry,Gloffct-Warre: 

L ilut the Ramme that batters downe the wall, 

L t he great fwing and ludeneffc ofhis potz.e, 
ycjy place before his hand that made toe Lngine, 

Q t ,hole that with the finenelfe of their foulcs, 
gyReafon guide his execution, 

Nefi. Let this be gt anted^ and Achilles hoiU- 

Makes many Thcti* tonnes, 

Apfa WhacTruippet? Looke Aim cl am. 

Men. From Troy. Enter *AZne as. 

Asa. What would you ’rore our 1 cut. 

Jkne. Is this great Agamemnon* Tent,! pray you i 
Aea. Eucnthis, . 

v£ne. May one that is a Herald, anti a Prince, 

poa faire me(1 age to his Kingly eates ? 

Am With furcty ftronget then Achilles arme, 

■Fore all the Greckifh heads, which with one voyce, 
fall A<r*wemnon Head and Generali. 

o£ne. Faire leaue, and large fecurity. How may 
A ftranger to thofe moft Imperial lookes. 

Know them from eyes of other Mortals ? 

Jia. How? 

Jfye. I: I aske. that I might waken reuerencc. 

And on the chcckebe ready with ablufn 
Modeft as morning, when (he coldly eyes 
The youthful! Pr.ccbus: 

Which is that God in office guiding meh t 
Which is the high and mighty Agamemnon ? 

Jga. This Troyan fcornes vs, or the men of Troy 
Arc ceremonious Courtiers. 

Courtiers as free, asdeboonaire ; vnarrr/d. 

As bending Angels; chat's their Fame, in peace : 

But when they would feeme Souldiers, they haue gahes, 
Good armes, ftrong ioynts, true (words,& lotus accord, 
Nothing fo full of heart. But peace 
Peace 1 toyaiv lay thy finger on thy lips. 

The worchinefie ofpraiie diftaines his worth : 

If that he prais’d himfelfc, bring the praife forth. 

But what the repining enemy commends. 

That breath Fame blowes,tbat praife foie pure cratifce ds. 
Aga. Sir,vou of'Troy,call you your lelfe tineas ? 
v£ne. 1 Giecke^that is my name. 

Agi 9 What's your afifiyr®I pray you \ 
t Aine. Sir pardon,,’tis for Agamemnon sc area* 

A get. He hearcs nought pnuarly ... 

That comes from Troy. 

*ALnt. Nor I from Troy comenottownifper him, 

I bring a Trumpet to awake his eare. 

To fee his fence on the attenciue benr, 

And then to fpeake. 

Aga. Speake frankely as the w 
It is not Agamemnovs fleepmg houre; 

That thou (halt know Troyan he is awake. 
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He tels thee fo hitnfelfe. ■ 

*s£ne. Trumpet blow loud, 

Send thy Braffe voyce through all chefe lazie Tent?* 

And eucry Grceke of mettle, let him know. 

What Troy meanes fairely, (hail be fpoke alowd. 

The Trumpets fotttod. 

We haue great Agamemnon heere in Jroy, 

A Prince calid fletlor , Vriam is his f atner i 
Who in this dull and long-contmew’d Truce 
Is rufty growne. He bad me cake a Trumpet,’ 

And to this purpofe fpeake : Kings,Princes, Lords, 

If there be one among’ft ebe fay r'ft of Greece, 

That holds his Honor higher then his eafe. 

That ieckes his praife, more then he feares his peril!. 

That knovves his Valour, and knowes not his fcare^ 

That loues his Miftris more then in confeftion, 

(With truant vowes to her owne lips he loues) 

And dare avow her Beauty .and her Worth, 

In other armes then hers: to him this Challenge* 

Hettsr, m view of Troyans, and of Gteekcs, 

Shall make it good, or do his beft to do it. 

He hath a Lady, wifer, fairer,truer, 

Then eucr Greeke did compafie in his 3rme$, 

And will to morrow with his Trumpet call, 

Midway bctweene your Tcnts ; and wallcs of Troy* 

To rowze a Grecian that is true in loue. r' 

If any come, Hetlori l>al honour him : . 

Ifnone,hee’l fay in Troy when he retyres. 

The Grecian Dames are ltin-burnt^and not worth 
The fplinter of a Lance : Eucn fo much. 

A*a. This fliall be told our Louer* Lord sAZtseac,' 

If none of them haue foule in fuch a kinde. 

We lei c them all at home: But we arc Souldiers, 

And may that Souldier a metre recreant probe. 

That njeanes not,hath not,or is not in louc : 

If then one is, or hath,or me3ncs to be. 

That cne meet* Hector : if none e!le,Ile be he. 

'Nefi. Tell him of Nefior , one thar was a man 
When Grandlirefuckt: he vs old now. 

But if there be not in our Grecian mould. 

One Noble man, that hath one fparkiof fire 
To anfwer for his Louc; tell him fi om me, 

11c hide my Siluer beard «n a Gold Bcauer, 

And in my Vantbrace put clys withe/d braw&e. 

And meeting him, wil tell him, thar my Lady 
Was fayrer then bisGrandarnc,and as chafte 
As may be in the world : his youth in flood, 
lie pawne this truth with my three drops of blood# 
tAEne. Now hcauens forbid fuch fcaifitie of youth* 
Vlyfi Amen. 

Aga. Faire Lord sAEnexs, 

Let me touch your hand : 

To our Pauillion (Lai I leade you firft: 

Achilles fhall haqe word of this intent, 

So (liall each Lord ofGreece from Tent to Tent: 

Your lelfe fhall Fcaft with vs before you goe, 

Ancifindc the welcome of a Noble Foe. lixcun 

Uttanet V‘lyj[e(\4nd Nefi or a 

JAlyf. Nefior. 

Nefi . W hat fayes Vljffcs ? 

Vlyf- I haue a young conception in roy brainy 
Be you my time to bring u to iome fhape. 

Nefi. Whatis't? 

Vlyfjes . This’ciss 

Blunt wedges riue hard knots: the feeded Pride 
That hath to this maturity blown? vp 
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